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LITERARY GUILD—JULY SELECTION 


Fergusson, Harvey The Conquest Don Pedro 
Morrow. June 23, 1954. 250p. $3.50. 


chance picked up, recently, copy the Saturday 
Review Literature for June 1952 without realizing 
that was two-year-old issue. The reviews the 
novels therein seemed new me: the titles were un- 
familiar, they might have been this year’s publishing 
schedules. was the editorial which sent back 
the cover check the date. The moral this bit 
irrelevancy that books come and go, from obscurity 
into obscurity, hundreds year; very few make any 
lasting impression. This novel New Mexico Terri- 
tory, Santa before the railroad was pushed 
through the West, time shortly after the death 
the Archbishop Lamy Willa Cather’s memorable 
novel, may may not survive the obliterating passage 
months. guess present that will not long 
endure. But competently written and interesting 
story. seems lack stature, however; wanting 
completeness and direction which might have made 
comparable Death Comes for the Archbishop. 


Don Pedro the name small town, near the border 
Mexico, west and south Santa Fe. this town, 
ruled over the wealthy Vierra family, comes young 
Jewish peddler, Leo Mendes, who has fled from New 
York westward and southward cure tuberculosis 
the high dry air. gentle person and kindly and, 
spite his various fears and inadequacies first, 
brave man. After some years tramping the little 
traveled ways from town village pueblo, peddling 
such wares could pack burro, making friends 
with the bandits well the sheepherders and farm- 
ing folk, being accepted even the Apaches, sets 
store Don Pedro with the help Aurelio 
Beltran. 


Leo Mendes prospers Don Pedro. Soon enough 
must have two more men drive the wagons goods 
between his store and Santa Fe. charms the chil- 
dren with gifts candy; the boys teach him swim; 
becomes friend the kindly and scholarly priest 
the town, Don Orlando; and makes several con- 
quests the women. Finally, marries Magdalena, 
the orphaned niece the Vierras, when she sixteen 
and forty. this time Leo Mendes welcome 
guest all the homes the ricos, the wealthy folk 
the towns round about. tall Texan, Coppinger, has 
settled Don Pedro also, horse tamer and trader. 


While Leo absent one his buying trips, Cop- 
pinger and Magdalena fall love. Magdalena’s mar- 
riage Mendes has been civil only, not church 
marriage. Leo decides leave Don Pedro and leave 
Magdalena his rival who has been his friend. 


And that the story. 


Somehow, one never feels real sympathy for Leo 
Mendes; and that not because his being stranger, 
seems have been clear the mind his author 
and probably dear him; but just possible that 
therein lies the reason why does not become either 
clear dear the reader. Leo explained but never 
portrayed. acts almost without showing any feel- 
ing, but always with logically developed reason. Minor 
characters are more successfully sketched. But poor 
Aurelio Beltran cast into the outer darkness soon 
his first appearance over; shows only very 
briefly, and then hardly more than name. might 
have been used better advantage, only for econ- 
omy’s sake. 
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Fergusson Guareschi Seifert Hecht 


Without any great distinction and with the usual un- 
necessary attention sex, The Conquest Don Pedro 
will probably for summer reading for adults. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 
* * * 


Guareschi, Giovanni Don Camillo’s Dilemma 
Farrar, Straus Young. June 23, 1954. 255p. $3.00. 


That inimitable and most successful the world’s anti- 
Communists, Don Camillo, back another collec- 
tion rip-snorting adventures the same type which 
has gained many admirers for his creator, Giovanni 
Guareschi. that same little village the Valley 
the Po, Don Camillo struggles manfully with his own 
soul and frequently loses battle two only have 
the Crucified Saviour call him back Christian en- 
deavor. But the process manages quite thor- 
oughly clobber and occasionally clobbered 
his temporal opponent, Peppone, Communist Mayor 
and blacksmith the village. hero whose feet 
clay occasionally lead him astray Don Camillo 
frequently rescued from evil Peppone, that most ad- 
mirable villains whose Communist bombast cannot 
mask central core gcodness. This reviewer would 
consider unfair tell the plots outcomes any 
the stories the collection; reader should 
deprived discovering them for himself. Suffice 
say that stories and drawings are the same innately 
humorous and adroitly developed masterpieces which 
one has come expect from Guareschi. They can 
recommended warmly all adult readers and many 
cases could definitely appreciated maturing ado- 
lescents. 


Seifert, Shirley Farewell, General 
Lippincott. June 16, 1954. 315p. $3.50. 

James Ewell Brown Stuart was the beau ideal the 
Confederate cavalryman. the grand chivalric tradi- 
tion, led his troopers dazzling missions, baffled the 
enemy, captured thousands horses and tons sup- 
plies and for more than three years served the eyes 
Lee’s Army Northern Virginia. 


This fine novel, with all the immediacy Mrs. Ches- 
nut’s diary and all the impact Thomason’s “Jeb 
Stuart,” succeeds showing Jeb Stuart, the man. 
this, the author has given cameo portrait 
life the army posts before the Civil War. 
Through the senses and emotions Flora, Stuart’s 
young and loveable wife, live through the Spartan 
days army barracks. follow the young family 
through the awful days decision when choose the 
South meant forsake friends, family, traditions, and 
whole way life. 

Flora was the daughter General Philip St. George 
Cooke, once Stuart’s commanding officer 
commander McClellan’s cavalry. was Stuart’s 
ride around McClellan’s army during the Peninsula 
Campaign that cost Cooke his command. 


learn great deal about life behind the Confed- 
erate lines and about how popular adulation for Stuart 


Best 


became added burden for his beloved wife. The 
novel primarily love story and the inexorable 
tragedy only adds poignancy the few stolen moments 
the lovers have together. 


The military aspects the book are well done. The 
facts are eminently correct, but not everyone would 
agree with their interpretation. For example, Stuart’s 
ride around McClellan was not unequivocal success. 
The exploit revealed McClellan the dangerous posi- 
tion was in. changed base, reorganized his lines 
was able avoid destruction during the “Seven 
ays. 


Yellow Tavern was Stuart’s last battle and with him 
died the old concept cavalry tactics. Gone now 
were the grand “shock” tactics, the saber charges and 
the sudden attack horsemen which could not sus- 
tained without infantry. Sheridan, Wilson and com- 
pany had relegated plumed knights like Stuart the 
histories and romances. Now cavalry was mobile 
force which could and did fight mostly dismounted. 
Their rapid-fire carbines and their ability 
made them able take and hold any 
ficantly, the troopers who sealed Lee’s doom Appo- 
mattox were the same who ruined Stuart’s brigades 
Yellow Tavern. each case, Custer’s Michigan 
Cavalry had ridden quickly key position across 
the line march. They dug and were ready 
hold their position against all odds. marked the end 
era. was wonderful era, however. 
heartily recommend this paean the “Bayard the 
Confederacy” and his gracious lady. 


Stephen Laut, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Hecht, Ben Child the Century 
Simon Schuster. June 14, 1954. 654p. $5.00. 


This ribald and rambunctious autobiography 
seems me, more aptly titled than, possibly, the 
author intended. spite his years and variety 
experience, Mr. Hecht remains amazingly childish, 
with child’s curiosity and wonder and relish and en- 
thusiasm, for all his being very much worldling with 
cynic air. Anger and honesty time after time give 
the lie the cynic pose; as, time after time, antic mis- 
chief betrays the doomladen predictions the prophet. 
Mr. Hecht writes with headlong fluency and en- 
thusiasm for phrase making; which not say that 
there are not shrewd, cunning, sometimes penetrating 


BEST SELLERS Scranton, 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 


self 
fea 
lieves 
cussing 
parents 
crimina 
large 
literatu 
litterate 
ology 
doze 
most 
munism 
will not 
vital diff 
what 
there 


For thos 
names 
there are 
exact 
the 
less the 
Portance 
somethin, 


Fir 
oft 
mixec 
rich. 
Mr. 
grew 
York, 
fess, 
enorm 
and 
her 
every 
Mr. 


cross 
the 


the 
en- 
with 
give 
that 
rating 


1954 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Bless This House Lofts Apr. 
Never Victorious, Never 

Defeated Caldwell May 
Away All Boats Dodson Mar. 
The Song Ruth Slaughter Apr. 
Bhowani Junction Masters Apr. 

Sharp May 


Apr. 
Gann May 


The Gipsy the Parlour 
The Spider King 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) 


Overstreet Mar. 
Davis Mar. 
Kimbrough June 
Fowler Apr. 
Theobald May 


The Mind Alive 

But Were Born Free 
Forty Plus and Fancy Free 
Minutes the Last Meeting 
Final Secret Pearl Harbor (Ila) 


observations put tellingly firecracker string 
epigrams; and the epigrams come suddenly and 
often nuggets citron suet-pudding, albeit 
mixed welter other ingredients, racy and over- 
rich. 


Mr. Hecht was born the “New York ghetto,” but 
grew Racine, Wisconsin; Chicago, New 
York, Hollywood, Europe. And, may con- 
fess, still growing Nyack. has had 
enormous capacity for learning and zest for living; 
and whatever else may must said his life-story 
here told himself, that zest for life glows from 
every page, sparkles some and flames few. 
Mr. Hecht wears his prejudices like battle-ribbons; 
there mistaking where stands many areas 
argument. unabashedly Jew and worked him- 
self frazzle support Israel’s fight for freedom. 
fears that the United States succumbing silently 
statism tyrannical that the Soviets and be- 
lieves the are hastening the process. His 
views sex are uninhibited and his language dis- 
cussing the subject, likewise. (Librarians and careful 
parents, please note.) has read widely and indis- 
criminately; what lacked schooling has, 
large part, made for his reading; and his taste 
literature by-and-large better than most professional 
litterateurs, woefully short philosophy and the- 
ology for both which subjects Mr. Hecht admits little 
patience and downright disdain. has written dozens 
dozens motion-picture scripts—and very good 
ones—yet has scathing contempt for Hollywood and 
most protests hatred for com- 
munism for the single reason that communist state 
will not allow him speak will. “The only 
vital difference know that the can speak 
what will, and that all the mighty land Russia 
there single human being who can the same.” 


For those who want chase down the hundreds 
“names” which appear this turbulent autobiography, 
there are nineteen pages index help locate the 
exact spot. find this apparatus needless addition 
the gross weight heavy volume, though doubt- 
less the publisher believed that certain academic im- 
Portance might therefrom accrue. The book itself 
something would not recommend readers generally; 


Lake The Memoirs Marshal Mannerheim 


stimulating often; is, sometimes, foolishly dull; 
can surprising and shocking. And left 
wondering Mr. Hecht really wants his readers 
think him the faun tries make himself may 
have made himself, under the misapprehension that 
that the way all, even the way the 


world. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Lake, Alexander Hunter’s Choice 
Doubleday. June 17, 1954. 254p. $3.50. 


Professional hunter Lake believer “adventure.” 
From decades experience all over Africa has 
selected series episodes recount, and these amply 
justify his belief. 


With all the wealth animal love expounded through- 
out, Hunter’s Choice really set short stories with 
the emphasis the human. Human conduct, ranging 
from petty vanities murder, the subject. 


Astounding some these tales are, they have, 
the direct and vivid prose this author, the ring 
unquestionable truth (except when Mr. Lake, once 
twice, admittedly reporting hearsay). Thus, the 
adult armchair adventurer will find here nerve-tingling 
narratives sufficient for few evenings reading. And, 
incidentally, the gourmet will find pages enticing 
recipes, even for the relatively unobtainable hippo- 
potamus steak. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


The Memoirs Marshal Mannerheim 
Translated Count Eric Lewenhaupt. Dutton. 
1954. 540p. $6.75. 


This extraordinarily fine book. affords auto- 
biographical reminiscence dating back 1889 
career that began with military service under the Tsar 
Alexander and concluded with brief service head 
state Finland after World War II. Baron Man- 
nerheim was veteran the Russo-Japanese war who 
served ably the Russian Army the 1914-17 conflict 
with Germany, after which despaired salvaging 
any order out the Russian Revolution and devoted 
himself establishing the independence his native 
Finland. Not only did lead the Finnish Army 
Liberation, which drove Soviet forces out the coun- 
try 1918, also became Finland’s first diplomat who 
secured favorable hearing for his country among the 
Allied statesmen 1919 and 1920. Finland’s strong 
diplomatic position between the two World Wars owed 
great deal this versatile man who was again lead 
his country’s fight for independence from 1939 1945. 
thorough realist, foresaw and tried his best 
prepare his country for the attack knew was coming 
early 1931. Soviet ideology, strategy, and the 
tremendous strength and determination the masters 
the Kremlin were known and understood this 
patriotic statesman when most Europeans, including 
(strangely enough) the majority the Finns, chose 
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Roark Arnow 


look upon the Russia the 1930’s weak empire 
with aggressive intentions. There here more than 
the ordinary memoir retired statesman, something 
verdict the follies and weaknesses Western 
society the past fifty years. Unlike Winston Chur- 
chill, who still constrained act and write like 
politician, Finland’s Marshal Mannerheim now 
retired and, while shows great charity for his one- 
time opponents politics, can speak plainly. 


The book recommended highly for all who 
are interested world politics, but more than 
treatise that subject. worth reading for 
understanding and appreciation character, and 
has much please the reader travel and adven- 
ture What would worth printing alone 
would the section his mission through Asia for 
the Russian government 1907 and 1908. 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Roark, Garland Star the Rigging 
Doubleday. June 1954. 345p. $3.95. 

Garland Roark’s latest tale the sea according its 
subtitle supposedly Novel the Texas Navy,” 
whose heroes, the author’s opinion, remain unsung 
and unremembered because “history has 
down the maritime side the struggle.” Sad re- 
late, singling out for special homage “one the 
forgotten men who helped make Texas free,” the 
writer seems have fallen under the spell his own 
hero and comes nigh forgetting about the navy. 
The single white star flew over four war vessels 
1836, but the general impression left this imagina- 
tive account that the Texas naval arm was very 
much one man affair. wonder history has for- 
gotten the heroes. But still have Captain Jeremiah 


Brown. 


1832 fell Captain Jerry’s lot run the blockade 
open defiance Colonel Bradburn’s embargo 
ships foreign registry sailing out Texas ports. De- 
fying the guns Velasco Harbor, the schooner Sabine 
sailed across the gulf for New Orleans, and with that 
action set motion the war for Texas independence. 
For more than three years Jerry and his crew carried 
goods and guns the seething province until late 
1835, upon his constant urging, the authorities launched 
the Texas navy. Much the reader’s dismay, they 
did not promote Jerry Commodore but simply garbed 
him the blue lesser rank, and carries his 
war into 1836 under the star his rigging—under 
orders. 


Storms sea, cannon booming, guns roaring, and 
sabotage the harbor Mexico’s largest port, all con- 
tribute slight amount juvenile excitement. But 
since romance traditional must the life dash- 
ing seafarer, what more intriguing than make the 
femme fatale beautiful treacherous spy. Have your 
hero engage under-water duel attempt 
save the lady from her just punishment. Finally, 
not forget the somewhat unladylike girl-next-door who 
out get her man, and does—by helping her rival 
escape. 


Best 


There little else said about Star the Rigging. 
Recognizing occasional worthwhile descriptive pas- 
sage ships and men fighting the sea and the ele- 
ments, you have just about completed the credit side 
the ledger. Aside from the duel, several scenes 
(described least hinted at) between Jerry and his 
ladies fair are the negative side although they should 
not disturb the normal adult. For the rest all 
notably dull. Come think it,for hero this Cap- 
tain Jerry does not strike one being too quick-witted. 
fact made look downright foolish times. 
And how does the little padre get involved suspect 


the spy business? 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan 
New York 71, New York 


* * * 


Arnow, Harriette The Dollmaker 
Macmillan. Apr. 20, 1954. 549p. $5.00. 


sure that shall never forget Cassie. She 
well known six-year-old niece Mary Ellen, 
and almost precious. Moreover, since shall always 
remember Cassie, shall also remember her imaginary 
playmate, the “witch child” Callie Lou who was 
real Cassie her own mother, big, homely, self-sacri- 
ficing Gertie Nevels, the central and moving character 
this impressive novel. Mrs. Arnow has made this 
Kentucky mother flesh and blood character you will 
never forget. You come know Gertie first she 
taking her baby Amos the doctor; you admire her 
ability when she performs crude but effective surgery 
the baby order save the infant’s life before the 
doctor reached. You watch Gertie she mothers 
her five children and looks after her husband Clovis, 
who seems about drafted for military service. 
Gertie planned buy small farm with money she 
had painfully saved and operate this 
Clovis served the army. Rugged and dependable, 
you know that the children would have been safe with 
her the little Kentucky farm that she craved. 


Unfortunately for all, Clovis was not drafted. Upon 
being deferred the draft board, went Detroit, 
found job war plant and then sent for Gertie and 
the children. The main section the book con 
cerned with the family’s experiences 
stinctively and necessarily, you compare Detroit with 
the farmland Kentucky, you also note the differ- 
ence between the wartime population Detroit and 
the backwoods people Kentucky. perhaps need- 
less say that Kentucky wins easily each score. 
keep her sanity, Gertie now and then carves dolls 
from wood, hence the title. She also carves from time 
time big block cherry wood, from which 
slowly emerges figure Christ. The trials and 
tragedies associated with this family, presented 
Mrs. Arnow, will not forgotten any reader. Be- 
cause the nature the story, and few the 
tences, book that should read only adults, 
for was definitely intended the author. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Carson, Robert The Quality Mercy 
Holt. May 1954. 307p. $3.50. 


Robert Carson should hit the jackpot again with this 
fourth published novel his credit. And The Quality 
Mercy very much his credit, unless you are go- 
ing argue that sheer waste talent put such 
good writing into private-eye tale. This private- 
eye story, true; but different from the sadism- 
cum-sex the Mickey Spillane reform-school tradition. 
Warren Hearst and his partner, Harry Herbold, went 
into the private detective business last resort dur- 
ing depression-time that ended their respective jobs 
reporter and cameraman with Los Angeles paper. 
They are small-time sleuths, too, with very few illusions 
about themselves their When Sunland In- 
surance asked them check Howard Smith, who 
was claiming double indemnity the death his wife, 
Thelma, was just another hundred-dollar job and the 
money much needed pay for food and rent. 


But Warren Hearst got hunch that there was some- 
thing wrong with the accidental death Thelma 
Smith. suspected Howard and although found 
growing distaste for his job, the fascination the search 
for the truth drove him onward. And the closer 
got the truth, the greater his reluctance fasten 
upon the criminal. But was particularly 
nasty crime. The final pages this much-better-than- 
average detection story have tension that almost 
tour-de-force writing. 


Mr. Carson can write effective and natural dialogue; 
and has sympathetic insight into human weak- 
nesses and waywardnesses, with sound appreciation 
human strength, well. would recommend this 
novel adult readers one the best its genre 
come way since Graham Greene. But the reader 
must not expect theological overtones The Quality 


Mercy. Its people have theology and sure 
faith anything but that life struggle strange and 
baffling. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 
(Anonymous) The Unseen and Silent 


Sheed Ward. Apr. 28, 1954. 350p. $4.50. 


For intensely interesting and moving account 
adventures, the reader might better take The Unseen 
and Silent than any two three fictional narratives. 
Here are first-hand reports hairbreadth escapes and 
trained Polish paratroopers who were dropped into the 
middle occupied Poland during World War II. 
Translated from the Polish George Iranek-Osmecki, 
this volume has enough material for hundred 
novels. The desperate courage and the casual heroism 
these men and women working free their country 
from its enemies most moving, particularly now that 
have admit that through some monumental 
diplomatic stupidity, worse callous indifference, 
their work and the work the thousands who died 
working with them has been vain. 


Every one the men who have written these reports 
their adventures have written them under their code 


Carson (Anonymous) Swabey Cutter 


names. still dangerous for identified, 
not for their sakes, but for the sake those who might 
identified through the disclosure. Particularly tragic 
the story the Warsaw rising. magnificently 
courageous people was betrayed their hour greatest 
need those whom they had most counted on. 


Unseen and silent they worked; unseen and silent they 
must remain, until such time history can write their 
names gold the blood-red pages Poland’s 
martyrdom. 


* * * 


Swabey, Marie Collins The Judgment History 
Philosophical Library. May 24, 1954. 257p. $3.75. 
There grand theme suggested this work, but 
cannot said that Professor Swabey has done full 
justice it. There review recent generation’s 
concern with the “New History” and with History 
expression sociological determinism. There are 
some backward glances Romantic History, with some 
particular reference Francis Parkman for whom the 
author has some justifiable respect. The bias evi- 
dently against the Marxists, against any kind de- 
terminism, and favor History study man, 
with understanding reason and free will. Un- 
fortunately, although there criticism earlier 
attempts establish basis for historical judgment 
purely rational grounds because the shallow notions 
material progress with which became associated, 
the author has left man and his reason pretty much 
Kant and Hegel did. Imagine, you can, book 
with the above title which has only this passing refer- 
ence the author Civitas Dei: “Let not forget 
how from Augustine Gibbon the wheel turned full 
circle, and Christianity once represented the savior 
reappeared the destroyer human values.” 


John 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Cutter, Bob 
Twayne Publications. 


The Rocky Marciano Story 
1954. 79p. $2.50. 
This slim biography the heavyweight boxing title- 
holder, (baptized Rocco Francis Marchegiano), will 
appeal mostly sports fans and comes hand oppor- 
tunely illustrate Marciano’s most recent defense 
his crown. The eldest son Perrino and Pasqualena 
Marchegiano started life big boy, over thirteen 
peunds was center the Brockton 
(Mass.) High School team until after the football sea- 
son his sophomore year, when combination low 
marks studies and the need for financial assistance 
home advised Rocco quit school and look for job. 
had succession laboring jobs for three years 
until went into the wartime Army 1943 and 
landed with the 150th Combat Engineers England 
before D-Day. His service boxing career, however, did 
not begin until was returned Fort Lewis Wash- 
ington, where fought his way the finals the 
National AAU Heavyweight Championship Port- 
land, Oregon. amateur, was less boxer than 
big-boned and bumbling puncher, absorbing much 
gave out. The guidance trainer Charlie Good- 


man and manager Weill since 1948 has, gradually, 
developed hard-hitting boxer who seems pretty cer- 
tain hold his championship title for few more 
years, this writing. 


Eight pages photographs and two cartoons Lennie 
Hollreiser come with the text. The author, 24-year-old 
Bob Cutter associate editor the magazine Boxing 
and Wrestling. 


Anderson, Paul Brain Wave 
Ballantine Books. June 15, 1954. 164p. $0.35. 


This Ballantine original postulates the escape the 
Earth from force field which has inhibited the de- 
velopment intelligence that average now 
run over 400 and even morons get 150; where 
animals are smart enough escape traps and all 
human society begins creak the joints. The story 
tells Peter Corinth who adjusted himself the 
rapidly developing new world and his wife Sheila 


Anderson Margulies 


Best SELLERS 


who could not adjust but found happiness guarded 
moron colony company with Archie whose once 
feeble intelligence, now strengthened, enabled him 
live more normal life. Many the potentialities 
the theme are not thoroughly worked out but there are 
several provoking ideas advanced. Because the rela- 
tionships between Peter and Helga, Sheila and Archie 
the book suitable only for adults. 


REPRINT 


Margulies, Leo and Friend, Oscar (Editors) 

Best Science Fiction Story 
Pocket Books. July 1954. 263p. $0.25. 
Twelve top authors contributed what each considered 
his one best short story compile this anthology. 
Names like Williamson, Leinster, Campbell, Asimov, 
Binder, Pratt, Kuttner, Taine, van Vogt guarantee that 
the offered fare good quality science fiction 
affords today. Because the nature some stories 
the collection can recommended suitable for 
adults. 
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